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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1950. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Magor  and 
St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  general  con- 
ditions of  the  Public  Health  for  the  year  for  the  Rural  District 
of  Magor  and  St.  Mellons. 


o /c  2s  drawn  UP  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular 

2/dO  (Wales)  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  estimated  for  1950  ...  13,040 

Area  (consisting  of  26  parishes)  44, 164  acres 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


3,753 

£81,826 

£312 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was: — 

M.  F.  Total 
91  108  199 

88  102  190 

3 6 9 


Total  Births  ... 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


3 


Total  Still  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


3 

3 


3 

3 


6 

6 


The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  1930  was 

16.5. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  1950 
was  0.46. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  I 950  was  1 5.8. 
The  Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1950  was 

0.37. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1950  was  17.4. 
The  Still  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1950  was 

0.58. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

The  number  of  deaths  was  6 (M.  4,  F.  2)  giving 
a rate  of  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  30.1 

The  Rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  29.8 
The  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was  ...  39.8 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  Nil 

Ages  of  Children  at  Death  under  1 year: 

Under  i week 
1 — 2 weeks 

2 —  3 weeks 

3 —  4 weeks 

Total  under  I month  ... 

1 — 3 month 
3 — 6 months 
6 — 9 months 
9 — 12  months 

Total  under  1 year 

DEATH  RATE. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  1 63 
(M.  105,  F.  58)  giving  a Death  Rate  of  1 1.5  per  1,000. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  ...  I 1.6 
The  Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was  ...  12.3 


2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Nil 
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DEATHS  FROM  MATERNAL  CAUSES. 

The  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  (live  and 

still)  from  maternal  causes  was  ...  ...  4.87 

The  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  (live  and 

still)  from  maternal  causes  in  England  and 
Wales  was  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.86 

The  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  (live  and 

still)  from  maternal  causes  in  Monmouthshire 
was  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...1.73 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

In  the  following  table  deaths  are  classified  under  the  36 
headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International 
Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of 
Death  1948. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  other  

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough  

Meningococcal  infection  

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  & Lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aieukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
All  causes 


M. 

F 

2 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nii 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

1 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

8 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

1 

14 

5 

12 

fi 

Nil 

2 

22 

18 

4 

1 

1 

1 

r> 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Nit 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

9 

Nil 

9 

5 

1 

Nil 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

5 


Totals  105 


58 


0 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Two  Sanitary  Inspectors 
(whole-time  Officers). 

A contribution  of  one-half  of  the  salaries  is  paid  by  the 
Monmouthshire  County  Council. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES,  ETC. 

Since  5th  July,  1948,  these  are  administered  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES,  ETC. 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  as  Local  Health 
Authority,  are  responsible  for  the  arrangements  and  Admini- 
stration of  the  Services  under  Part  III  of  the  Act. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  these  Services: — 

( 1 ) Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(2)  Midwifery  Services. 

(3)  Health  Visiting. 

(4)  Home  Nursing. 

( 5 ) V accination  and  Immunisation. 

(6)  Ambulance  Service. 

(7)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

(8)  Domestic  Help. 

(9)  Duties  under  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment 

Act,  and  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

MIDWIVES. 

There  is  one  full-time  Midwife  and  three  District  Nurse/ 
Midwives  practicing  within  the  area. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

As  indicated  in  previous  Reports  the  position  concerning 
the  sufficiency  and  quality  of  the  water  supply  for  the  Rural 
District  can  be  regarded  as  generally  satisfactory,  except  in 
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the  case  of  outlying  farms  and  scattered  dwelling-houses 
throughout  the  district  which  are  situated  beyond  the  area  of 
piped  supplies  from  waterworks.  For  these  premises,  water 
is  obtained  by  the  householder  from  adjacent  “ Springs  ” or 
“ Wells  ” and  is,  of  course,  of  variable  quantity  and  quality 
and  in  a comparatively  few  cases  householders  are  dependent 
upon  rain  water  storage  tanks. 

During  the  year  work  in  connection  with  the  Council’s 
water  schemes  for  Henllys,  Bettws  and  Michaelstone-y-Fedw 
progressed.  When  completed  the  major  portion  of  the  pop- 
ulation in  every  parish,  with  the  exception  of  Llanvaches,  will 
be  served  with  a piped  supply  of  water. 

Routine  inspections  and  sampling  of  water  supplies  dur- 
ia§>  L^e  Yea.r  revealed  that  the  quality  of  water  distributed  from 
the  Council’s  storage  reservoir  at  Michaelstone-y-Fedw  and 
from  the  Treaegar  Estate  private  supplies  at  Rogerstone  and 
Lower  Machen  fell  below  the  desired  standard. 

The  Council’s  reservoir  was  duly  emptied  and  cleansed 
with  the  resultant  return  to  standard  of  the  water  distributed 
therefrom. 


I am  also  pleased  to  state  that  in  the  other  two  cases 
mentioned  the  representatives  of  the  Tredegar  Estate  acted 
prompt  y to  my  requests.  The  reservoir  at  Rogerstone  was 
emptied  and  cleansed  and  at  Lower  Machen  an  area  of  the 
gathering  ground  was  fenced  off  to  preclude  the  entry  of 

quality  olThe  “ marked  impTO— ' ™ *e 

wat  S-'PPHeS  °f-  Wat,er  in  this  RuraI  from 

Habfl  riLTo-SoTenLntaciinod.n0t  intermi,te"‘  ^ 

Further  details  of  water  supplies  and  the  results  of 
Ch^miVal  T”  f°r  , Bacteriological  Examination  and 
InspTcSr.  3113  yS1S  arC  mcluded  in  the  ReP°rt  of  the  Sanitary 

Full  particulars  concerning  each  parish  within  the  Rural 
District  are  given  in  the  following  table:— 
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Particulars  of  Piped  Water  Supplies 
in  each  Parish. 


A.  By  Local  Authority  or  Statutory  Water  Undertakers — 


Number  of 

Number 

Estimated 

Approximate 

PARISH 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Supplied 

Population 

Population 

Served 

Rogerstone 

1,437 

1,389 

4,820 

4,656 

Graig 

371 

316 

1,165 

992 

Marshfield 

227 

203 

820 

731 

St.  Mellons 

304 

283 

97  > 

906 

St.  Brides  W.  ... 

57 

50 

290 

250 

Peterstone  W. 

38 

34 

125 

113 

Henllys 

88 

24 

356 

96 

Bettws 

42 

23 

177 

92 

Michaelstone-y-Fedw  53 

6 

152 

18 

Langstone 

218 

183 

725 

608 

Llanwern 

80 

73 

337 

311 

Bishton 

43 

38 

124 

114 

Kemys  Inferior 

42 

24 

164 

96 

Llanmartin 

59 

50 

216 

185 

Llandavenny  ... 

10 

7 

48 

34 

Nash 

82 

73 

386 

343 

Goldcliffe 

57 

46 

216 

181 

Whitson 

19 

*6 

80 

65 

Red  wick 

53 

51 

163 

157 

Penhow 

76 

48 

288 

181 

Wilcrick 

5 

5 

25 

25 

M agor 

153 

149 

535 

520 

Llanvaches 

68 

26 

216 

83 

Duffryn 

91 

33 

386 

138 

B.  By  Estate  Private  Reservoirs— 


Rogerstone  Given  above 

29 

Given  above 

Graig  ...  ,, 

13 

J J 

Marshfield  ...  ,, 

5 

5 > 

Michaelstone-y-Fedw  ,, 

2 

» > 

Duffyrn  ...  ,, 

45 

> > 

C.  Parishes  with  only  Private  Estate  Piped  Supplies 


Lower  Machen 

36 

20 

132 

74 

C£>edkernew 

44 

34 

124 

95 

Totals 

3,753 

3,298 

13,040 

11,413 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  were  no  important  additions,  extensions  or  alter- 
ations made  during  the  year. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Rogerstone,  St.  Mellons,  Graig 
and  parts  of  Duffryn,  Langstone  and  Lower  Machen  Parishes 
which  are  sewered,  closets  are  mainly  on  the  Conservancy 
System. 

The  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptying  Service  which  was 
initiated  a year  ago  is  now  working  smoothly  and  efficiently. 
The  Council  undertake  the  cleansing  of  every  cesspool  twice 
per  annum  and  for  each  additional  cleansing  a small  charge 
is  made. 

The  contents  are  disposed  of  on  farm  and  nursery  land 
by  request , but  care  is  taken  to  ensure  that  the  land  used  is 
so  situated  to  avoid  risk  of  nuisance  to  the  occupiers  of  near- 
by properties  and  the  pollution  of  water  supplies  and  streams. 

622  cleansings  were  made  during  the  year  in  addition  to 
the  desludgingj  of  small  sewage  disposal  plants  and  septic 
tanks. 

hen  requests  were  received  from  neighbouring  author- 
ities for  the  use  of  the  Service  these  were  also  accommodated. 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  completed  during  the  year  ...  54 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  42 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  ...  ...  12 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: 

( I ) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in- 

spected for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  86 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur- 

P°se  132 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habit- 
ation ...  ...  7C 
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2. — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  ser 
vice  of  Informal  Notice: 


* 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
repaired  in  consequent  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  19 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: 


(a)  ProreeUings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rend- 
dered  fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


4. — Proceedings  under  PubKc  Health  Acts: 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  52 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Inspection  of  Hotels,  Inns,  etc.,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

A great  deal  of  time  and  attention  was  directed  during 
the  year  to  the  inspection  of  Hotels,  Inns,  etc.,  within  the 
district. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  visited  all 
licenced  premises  and  I am  pleased  to  record  that  much  work 
has  been  carried  out,  a detailed  account  of  which  has  been 
included  in  his  report. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


The  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dames)  Act,  1944  and 
the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Act  1 949  together  with  the 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  the  Milk:  ( spec^ 1 ^eslg£[ 
ation  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949  and  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

1949,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1949.  Conse- 
quently, last  year  was  the  first  full  year  of  experience  in  imple- 
menting the  new  legislation  which  materially  affected  the  pro- 
duction and  distribution  of  milk. 


Whilst  it  is  too  early  yet  to  express  an  opinion  on  these 
changes,  several  welcome  improvements  in  distribution  were 
noticeable  in  your  district. 


Firstly,  the  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  re- 
tailers with  can  and  server  in  favour  of  distribution  in  bottles. 
Secondly,  pasteurised  milk  is  now  being  distributed  through- 
out the  whole  area  and  can  be  obtained  by  all  families  except 
those  in  isolated  positions.  This  1 regard  as  a most  satisfactory 
feature  and  should  result  in  a reduction  in  the  spread  of  dis- 
ease of  animal  and  human  origin,  particularly  amongst  child- 
ren. 

One  of  the  most  important  changes  brought  about  by  the 
new  Regulations  and  one  which  causes  some  difficulty  in  oper- 
ation, is  the  fact  that  the  Local  Authority  is  no  longer  con- 
cerned with  the  production  of  milk  on  the  farms. 


The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is  now  respon- 
sible for  seeing  that  registered  farm  premises  are  provided 
with  a suitable  and  sufficient  water  supply  and  sanitary  inspec- 
tors are  no  longer  concerned  with  the  construction  of  dairies, 
with  the  method  employed  by  milkers,  with  the  cleanliness  of 

utensils  or  with  the  care  given  to  milk  on  the  farms handling, 

cooling  and  storage,  etc.  In  practice  this  means  that  when  milk 
sold  in  the  area  is  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  from  the  point 
of  view  of  cleanliness,  the  sanitary  inspector  cannot  now  take 
the  matter  up  at  the  farm.  This  restriction  causes  some  con- 
cern for  in  the  past  good  results  were  obtained  by  this  pro- 
cedure. Now  adverse  reports  of  milk  samples  are  forwarded 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  appropriate 
action. 


Further  information  relating  to  Milk  and  Dairies  will  be 
found  in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


All  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  are  visited  and 
investigated  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  after  the  receipt  of  a 
Notification.  Where  necessary,  arrangements  are  made  for  the 
removal  of  the  patient  to  an  Isolation  Hospital,  if  accommod- 
ation is  available. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  notified  within  the 
area,  but  a school  girl  from  the  district  was  notified  as  so 
suffering  and  admitted  to  an  isolation  hospital  three  days  after 
departing  to  Southampton  for  a holiday.  The  usual  pre- 
cautions and  preventive  measures  were  taken. 

The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological 
specimens  is  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory,  County  Hall,  New- 
port, by  the  Medical  Research  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Min- 
istry of  Health. 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  is  supplied  free  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

DIPTHERI A IMMUNISATION- During  the  year  I 950,  a further 
758  children  were  immunised. 

No.  of  children  under  5 years  ...  367 

No.  of  children  between  5 and  I 5 years  39  1 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Diphtheria  received  dur- 
ing the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1950. 


New  Cases 
! Non- 

Age  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

groups  M.  F.  M.  F. 


0- 1  years 

1- 5  ,, 

... 

... 

... 

5-15  „ 

... 

2 

1 

15-25  „ 

1 

2 

1 

. . . 

25-35  ,, 

1 

2 

. . 

35-45  „ 

... 

45-65  ,, 

1 

1 

1 

65  and  up 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

3J 

5 

3 

2 

Deaths 


Non- 

ctJ 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

o 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

3 

... 

... 

... 

4 

3 

... 

3 

2 

1 

13 

2 

1 

3 


3 


The  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  compares 
favourably  with  other  areas.  The  number  of  new  notifications 
received  during  the  year  was  the  same  as  in  1949. 

Hospital  facilties  are  still  very  inadequate  due  to  lack  of 
accommodation  and  shortage  of  nursing  staff. 

Notifications  are  in  nearly  all  cases  received  from  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

There  is  nothing  requiring  note  of  an  industrial  character, 
or  in  conditions  of  employment  predisposing  to  Tuberculosis. 

Last  year,  a request  was  made  to  the  Welsh  Regional 
Hospital  Board  for  a Mass  Radiographic  Survey  to  be  carried 
out.  At  that  time  1 was  informed  that  it  was  not  possible  to 
carry  out  the  Survey  as  the  Board  had  only  one  unit  at  its 
disposal,  but  that  my  request  would  be  noted  and  when  further 
units  were  available  arrangements  would  be  made  to  cover 
the  area. 
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Notifiable  Diseases. 

Analysis  of  Total  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases,  according  to  Age  Groups  for  1949. 

Cases  Notified.  Age  Groups.  Deaths.  Age  Groups. 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Section  172). 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  172  for  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  any  infectious  person  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Under  this  enactment  a Local 
Authority  are  empowered  to  apply  to  a Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  for  an  Order  for  the  removal  of  any  person  suffer- 
ing from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  who  is  in  an  infectious  state, 
for  his  detention  and  maintenance  therein  for  such  period  not 
exceeding  three  months  as  the  Court  thinks  fit. 


Food  Poisoning. 

A fairly  heavy  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  at 
the  Bassaleg  Secondary  School  and  traced  to  meat  which  had 
be*n  cooked  on  the  day  prior  to  consumption. 

This  meat  was  affected  with  a spore-forming  organism. 
Whilst  cooking  destroyed  the  living  organisms,  it  failed  to 
destroy  the  spores  they  produced.  The  latter  germinated  when 
the  meat  cooled  and  multiplied  very  rapidly  producing  a toxin 
in  the  meat  which  was  not  destroyed  when  the  meat  was 
warmed  up  the  next  day.  The  symptoms  of  poisoning  were 
due  to  this  toxin  and  the  staff  were  warned  of  the  danger  of 
cooking  the  meat  the  day  before  it  was  to  be  eaten.  No  further 
cases  have  been  reported  from  this  School.  Whilst  not  danger- 
ous the  symptoms  proved  very  distressing  to  those  affected. 

Only  one  other  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  in  the 
area  for  the  period  under  review  and  was  due  to  Sonne 
Dysentery.  It  is  hoped  that  the  recent  adoption  of  the  Model 
Byelaws  for  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food, 
etc.  and  their  enforcement  will  help  to  reduce  the  incidence 
of  food  poisoning  in  your  area. 

I am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 
KENNETH  P.  GILES,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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MAGOR  & ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Magor 
and  St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 

1 have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950. 

During  the  year  many  complaints  of  disrepair  to  houses 
were  received. 

The  maintenance  of  habitable  conditions  of  dwelling 
houses  under  private  ownership  is  an  aspect  of  the  housing 
problem  which  is  of  the  greatest  concern  to  the  Public  Health 
Department.  For  many  years  it  has  been  apparent  that  the 
problem  of  existing  housing  is  not  concerned  entirely  with 
labour  and  material;  the  ecomomic  factor  cannot  be  over- 
looked. It  is  now  abundantly  clear  that  shrinking  values,  con- 
trolled rents,  soaring  building  costs  and  heavy  dilapidations, 
consequent  upon  the  enforced  neglect  of  the  war  and  early 
post  war  years,  have  reduced  certain  types  of  houses  below 
the  economic  investment  level,  with  the  result  that  owners  are 
thus  unable  to  b»ar  the  heavy  costs  in  overtaking  maintenance 
arrears  and  in  many  cases  cannot  even  attend  to  urgent  essen- 
tial repairs. 

The  owners  of  properties  in  the  majority  of  cases  fulfilled 
their  obligations  and  carried  out  the  work  required  in  the 
notices.  A few  however,  did  not  respond  and  legal  action  had 
to  be  taken. 

78  Informal  Notices  and  36  Abatement  Notices  were 
served  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

3 Notices  were  served  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 
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ummary  of  Inspection  Repairs,  etc. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  and 
inspections  made  during  the  year: 


Number  of  walls  made  damp  proof 

,,  sash  cords  provided  to  windows 
,,  roofs  repaired 

,,  guttering  and  down  pipes  repaired... 

,,  guttering  and  down  pipes  cleansed... 

,,  doors  repaired  and  renewed 

,,  floors  repaired  and  relaid  ... 

,,  windows  and  window  frames  repaired 
and  renewed 
,,  ceilings  repaired 

,,  skirting  boards  repaired 

,,  chimneys  repaired 

,,  drains  cleared  and  repaired 

,,  sinks  provided 

,,  brickwork  around  firegrate 

,,  W.C.  cisterns  and  flush  pipes  repaired 

,,  W.C.  and  W.C.  tanks  repaired 

,,  W.C.  structures  repaired 

,,  lavatory  basins  provided 

>*  taps  and  water  surface  pipes  repaired 

,,  steps  repaired 

• > boundary  walls  repaired  ... 

..  grids  provided 

..  ventilation  shafts  provided 

grates  repaired 

House  Refuse  Collection. 


92 


1 

I 


1 

3 

2 

I 

I 

I 

6 


follow'^  P^5*  <robsct.1°n  House  Refuse  is  carried  out  in  the 

St  ParjHeS~Li;wtrn*  Graig’  Duffryn,  Rogarstone, 

maintained  fn  alV™”  •Mach|)n  anLd  a fortnightly  collection  is 
maintained  in  all  remaining  Parishes  of  the  District. 

field  aDndPM±rS  by  means.  of  tipping  at  Rogerstone,  Marsh- 
held  and  Magor,  and  occasioned  no  serious  nuisances. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  31st  March,  1950, 
on  which  date  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  1919 
was  repealed.  ’ " 
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The  new  Act  emphasizes  the  primary  obligation  as  being 
upon  the  local  authority  to  ensure  that  as  far  as  practicable  its 
area  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice.  Under  the  old  Act  the 
primary  duty  was  laid  upon  the  individual  occupiers,  coupled 
with  a right  to  the  local  authority  to  enforce  the  requirements 
upon  him. 

Nevertheless,  the  occupier  of  any  land  is  required  to  give 
the  local  authority  forthwith  notice  in  writing  when  it  comes 
to  his  knowledge  that  rats  or  mice  are  living  on  or  resorting 
to  the  land  in  substantial  numbers. 

In  the  case  of  infestation  on  agricultural  land  the  County 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee  must  be  informed  forthwith 
whenever  a notice  is  served  on  an  occupier.  The  purposes  of 
this  requirement  is  to  enable  the  County  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  (a)  to  be  aware  of  conditions  likely  to  prejudice 
agricultural  production;  and  (b)  to  offer  to  provide  repayment 
service,  for  which  they  have  staff. 

All  rat  infested  premises,  whether  private  dwellings, 
business  premises  lands  or  other  places,  are  inspected  and 
treated  by  the  method  of  prebaiting  and  poison  baiting  as  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

78  Private  Dwellings  and  6 Business  Premises  were 
treated  during  the  year. 

2 Sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  as  re- 
quired by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

1 5 routine  treatments  were  made  of  the  three  refuse  tips 
belonging  to  the  Council. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

All  cases  of  notified  Infectious  Diseases  were  visited  and 
investigated,  and  terminal  disinfection  carried  out. 

Visits  made  ...  ...  •••  73 

Houses  disinfected  ...  •••  34 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  ...  19 

Water  Supplies. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains: 

(i)  Direct  to  the  houses  ...  3298 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand  pipes  ...  8 

Approximate  population  supplied  by  public  water  mains: 

(i)  Direct  to  the  houses  ...  I 1413 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand  pipes  ...  26 
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Piped  Supplies. 

5 I samples  were  taken  for  Bacteriological  examination 
out  of  which  28  were  unsatisfactory. 

The  samples  were  collected  from  the  Council’s  and 
Private  Reservoirs,  the  storage  tank  at  Michaelstone-y-Fedw 
and  various  distribution  points  within  the  area. 

Shops  Act. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Shops  Act, 
i 934,  relating  to  ventilation,  temperature  and  sanitary  con- 
veniences. 


Slaughtering  of  Animals  and  Slaughter  Houses. 

As  a result  of  the  centralization  of  slaughtering  under  the 
Ministry  of  Food  arrangements,  no  animals  have  been  slaught- 
ered in  the  private  slaughter  houses  within  your  area. 

1 5 applications  were  received  for  licences  to  slaughter 
pigs  only,  all  of  which  were  granted  by  the  Council. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  269 — Caravans. 

W ithout  doubt,  with  the  increasing  demand  for  ne_w 
houses  many  people  are  turning  to  caravans  in  an  effort  to  re- 
lieve overcrowding  conditions;  end  petty  irritations  when  two 
families  try  to  live  under  the  same  roof;  obtaining  accom- 
modation when  beginning  married  life  and  utilising  caravans 
for  seasonal  occupation  and  holiday  making.  The  result  is  that 
all  manner  of  sites  for  the  stationing  of  individual  caravans 
are  being  used  throughout  the  area  with  ever  increasing  appli- 
cations. 


It  should  be  remembered  that  caravan  occupation  is 
growing  rapidly  and  has,  no  doubt,  come  to  stay. 

, r Th<irei  s^ou^  a,  reasonable  approach  to  the  matter, 
ut  feel  that  the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  strict  con- 
trol over  individual  caravans  should  be  relieved  to  a great 
extent  by  the  development  of  sites  by  local  authorities. 


During  the  year  35  applications  for  licences  to  station 
and  use  caravans  were  received,  25  of  which  were  granted 
until  the  31st  December,  1950,  all  of  which  being  subject  to 
renewal  at  the  end  of  period  mentioned. 
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Milk  and  Dairies. 


• 

All  dairies  in  your  district  were  periodically  visited  dur- 
ing the  year  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949,  and  the  relevant  articles  of  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and 
the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Generally,  I am  satisfied  that  the  milk  stored,  bottled  and 
retailed  was  clean  and  free  from  contamination.  Where  some 
minor  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  were  noted,  the  dairy- 
men concerned  responded  promptly  to  my  advice  and  sug- 
gestions and  the  matters  were  remedied. 

During  the  year  47  Licences  to  retail  designated  milk 
were  issued  and  177  samples  of  raw  and  designated  milks 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Of  these 
samples  145  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  32  unsatis- 
factory, out  of  which  5 concerned  pasteurised  milk,  and  the 
co-operation  of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  as  the 
Licensing  Authority  for  Heat  Treatment  Plants  was  sort.  On 
two  occasions  sampling  assisted  in  tracing  faults  at  the  treat- 
ments plants. 

Icecream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947. 

The  above  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
May,  1947. 

The  requirements  are  that  the  ingredients  of  the  ice-cream 
after  being  mixed  shall  be  heat  treated  and  the  mixture  cooled 
until  freezing  has  begun.  After  freezing  the  ice-cream  must 
be  sold  at  a temperature  not  exceeding  28  degrees  Fahren- 
heit. Should  the  temperature  exceed  28  degrees  Fahrenheit, 
the  ice-cream  must  again  be  heat  treated  and  afterwards  kept 
at  a temperature  of  not  more  than  28  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

No  legal  prescribed  standard  has  been  provided  for  deal- 
ing with  cleanliness  of  ice-cream,  but  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  a form  of  Methylene  Blue  Test  which  can  be  used  in  con- 
nection with  ice-cream. 

There  are  no  premises  within  the  district  registered  for 
the  manufacture  for  sale  of  ice-cream,  but  there  are  3 1 
premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

During  the  year  25  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

All  licenced  premises  were  visited  during  the  year  and 
attention  directed  in  particular  to: 

( I ) facilities  for  the  washing  and  sterilizing  of 
utensils. 

(2)  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

Inspections  revealed  the  existence  of  many  unsatis- 
factory arrangements  and  conditions  at  the  time  of  inspection. 
The  absence  of  constant  supply  of  hot  water  was  observed  in 
many  cases  which,  in  the  course  of  a short  time  in  a few  cases, 
was  remedied  by  provision  of  gas  or  electric  water  heaters. 

A few  premises  had  no  sinks  provided  for  washing  up. 
movable  bowls  being  utilised. 

The  urinal  and  W.C.  accommodation  w«as  very  unsatis- 
factory in  several  cases. 


The  following  is  a brief  statement  of  the  licensed  premises 
which  received  special  attention  by  the  Department  and 
where  plans  were  deposited  and  approved  by  the  Council  for 
work  to  be  carried  out: 


Ruperra  Arms,  Bassaleg. 

White  Hart  Inn,  St.  Mellons. 
Blue  Bell  Inn,  St.  Mellons. 

Old  Globe  Hotel,  Rogerstone. 
Bush  Inn,  Rogerstone. 

Church  House  Inn,  St.  Brides. 
Rogerstone  Hotel,  Rogerstone. 
Railway  Hotel,  Marshfield. 
Balaclava  Inn,  Marshfield. 


I would  however,  record  that  throughout  the  year  full 
support  was  always  gwen  by  the  representatives  of  the  various 
breweries  and  also  from  the  Ministry  of  Works  in  the  issuing 
ot  licences  for  essential  work  to  be  carried  out. 
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Legal  Proceedings. 

It  is  my  desire  to  act,  whenever  possible,  in  such  a manner 
as  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  police  court  proceedings,  but  I 


regret  that  it  was  necessary  to 
cases  enumerated  below,  during 

OFFENCE. 

Stationing  and  occupying 
a caravan  without 
licence 

do.  (2nd  summons) 

Structural  Defects  to 
Eleven  houses  at 
Maclean  Street,  Rogerstone 

Structural  Defects  at 
Heol  Fawr,  Rogerstone 

Structural  Defects  at — 
New  Row,  Henllys 

Absence  of  Satisfactory 
Drainage,  Bishton 


take  such  a course  in  a few 
the  year: 

DECISION  OF  COURT. 


Fine  of  10/-  imposed. 

Order  for  removal  from 
site  within  3 months. 

Order  for  work  to  be 
carried  out  within  3 
months. 

Order  for  work  to  be  done 
within  3 months. 

do. 


Order  for  work  to  be  done 
within  5 months. 


I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their 
assistance  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

IDRIS  JAMES. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1950, 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor  & St.  Mellons  in  the  County  of 

Monmouth. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS 
AS  TO  HEALTH. 

(including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


M.C 

N umber 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

line 

No. 

2 

on 

Register 

3 

Inspect- 

ions 

4 

Written 

Notices 

5 

Occupiers 

I’rosecuted 

6 

1. — Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3.  4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

1 

4 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

2. — Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
to  which  Section  7 applies. 

2 

29 

34 

2 

Nil 

3. — Other  Premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises.) 

Tatal 

3 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

34 

43 

2 

Nil 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


(1) 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S. 2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S  3) 
Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.t>) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 
Unsuitable  or  Defective 
Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  (not  including 
o ences  relating  to  homework) 

Total 


M/c 

Line 

No. 


4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H,M. 
Inspector 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

2 

2 

Nil 

2 

NumberOf 

cases  in 

which  pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted 
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